











As part of the National tree planting campaign and the Presi-
dential Directive on the National Tree Growing and Restoration
Campaign the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner joined
AIC Churo Girls High School in Baringo County and Gombe Prima-
ry and Junior Secondary School in Siaya County to conduct tree
growing exercises.

The two events took place on October 5th, 2023 and November
14th, 2023 respectively.

The goal of the campaign is to grow 15 billion trees for resto-
ration by 2032, with the aim of combating the devastating effects
of climate change in Kenya.

President William Ruto launched the national tree planting cam-
paign in December 2022, emphasizing the importance of plant-
ing trees in urban and rural areas, and promoting reforestation,
agroforestry, and afforestation.

Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS, led the ODPC
team in planting 800 trees in Churo Girls Secondary School as
part of their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) commitment to
environmental sustainability and community development.

In her remarks, the Data Commissioner highlighted the signifi-
cance of the initiative in promoting a healthier and more sustain-
able future for all Kenyans. She expressed optimism that the tree
planting exercise would raise awareness about environmental
sustainability and inspire others to take action towards a more
sustainable future.

“We believe that by working together, we can make a positive im-
pact on our environment and create a better future for ourselves
and future generations,” the Data Commissioner stated, reiter-
ating ODPC's commitment to promoting a healthier and more
sustainable future.

Led by Deputy Data Commissioner Oscar Otieno, a team from
ODPC also planted 1,000 trees in Siaya County.

This effort not only aligns with the Presidential Directive but also
reflects ODPC's commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) by promoting environmental sustainability and community
development.

Deputy Data Commissioner Oscar Otieno emphasized the sig-
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nificance of the initiative in promoting a healthier and more
sustainable future for all Kenyans. His remarks highlighted the
importance of individual and collective action in creating a posi-
tive impact on the environment and ensuring a better future for
generations to come.

In Baringo, the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner Na-
kuru Regional staff also joined the Baringo County government
in collaboration with other agencies during the planting of 5,000
tree seedlings at the Sawich area of Chemususu Dam catchment
in a bid to protect the springs that feed the dam.

The events were attended by various dignitaries and community
members, including the Assistant County Commissioner, officials
from the Ministry Of Information, Communications and the Dig-
ital Economy, Kenya Forest Service, County Forest Conservator,
Kenya National Union of Teachers, the clergy, local leaders, and
the general public.

The presence of these stakeholders underscores the widespread
support for environmental sustainability initiatives and the shared
commitment to achieving the goal of growing 15 billion trees by
2032.

Deputy Data Commissioner Oscar Otieno, leads a team
from ODPC in planting 1,000 trees in Siaya County




OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN DATA PROTECTION

PS Eng. John Tanui, MBS. Launches ODPC'’s
Second Regional Office In Nakuru

The Principal Secretary State Department of ICT and
the Digital Economy, Eng. John Kipchumba Tanui,
officiated the launch of the Office of the Data Protection
Commissioner Nakuru Regional Office.

The Nakuru regional office becomes the second
launched regional office after the Mombasa Regional
Office, which was launched three months ago.

The launch of this regional office aligns with the ODPC
Strategic Plan 2022/23- 2024/25, which recognizes the
need to cascade the operations of the ODPC to the
devolved units of government.

The Nakuru Office will serve as a central hub for data
protection services in the region, providing guidance
and support to organizations and individuals in
understanding and complying with data protection
laws.

Speaking at the launch, PS Tanui noted that the launch
is a testament to the Government’s commitment
to decentralize and strengthen the data protection
institutional framework to handle data security and
privacy concerns in a more efficient and effective
manner.

“With the opening of this regional office, it is hoped
that the services offered by the Office of Data
Protection Commissioner will be more accessible to
more Kenyans, providing guidance on how to register
as data handlers and how to seek redress in cases of
data breaches” he said.

He assured the ODPC of the Ministry’s support in
advancing data protection initiatives across the country
and in aligning the Country’s ambition to be a leader in
enabling data protection framework which will inspire
confidence and trust for businesses to thrive.

Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS, on her
part urged the general public and organisations to
visit the office to learn more about their rights as data
subjects and compliance obligations and requirements.

The Kenyan digital transformation agenda recognizes
data as key enabler of digital trade to spur our
economic growth. "By bringing the Office of the Data
Protection Commissioner closer to people, we aim to
create more solid partnerships and foster a culture of
data protection, enhance inclusivity and accessibility of
data protection services to the public,” she said.

She acknowledged that there is an increase in citizenry
awareness on data privacy with more Kenyans taking
more control over their personal data further assuring
that more still needs to be done to ensure compliance
with Data Protection laws.

She emphasized that the presence of the Nakuru
Regional Office will facilitate awareness campaigns
at the grassroots level, thereby enhancing data
protection.

“We firmly believe in everyone’s right to control their
personal information, and this regional office will ensure
that everyone is involved in efforts to enhance trust
and transparency in data protection in Kenya. Let us
collaborate to build a robust data protection ecosystem
that fosters trust, innovation, and responsible data
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The Principal Secretary State Department of ICT and the Digital
Economy, Eng. John Kipchumba Tanui, officiates the launch of the
Office of the Data Protection Commissioner Nakuru Regional Office

practices,” stated the Data Commissioner.

Nakuru Governor Susan Kihika, in her speech read by her deputy David
Kones noted that the launch is helpful and will guide organisations including
Government agencies in Nakuru how to comply to data protection,
specifically how to process personal data to avoid litigation.

"I urge organisations to apply strong data protection safeguards within
their policies to not only protect customers data but build the reputation
and build trust when offering services,” she said.

Nakuru County Commissioner — Loyford Kibaara assured the support of
the County Commissioner in ensuring people are sensitized on the data
protection laws

The ODPC has established its presence in Kisumu and Mombasa and in
Huduma Centres in Nyeri, Garissa, and Eldoret. The Office is working on
establishing offices across ten additional regions across the country.




Immaculate Kassait
Advocates for Data
Protection Harmonization
in Africa at Global
Technology Summit

Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS, was a
panelist at the Global Technology Summit's plenary
session on "Data Protection in the Global South," which
took place on December 5, 2023 in New Delhi, India.

During her participation, the Data Commissioner engaged
in @ comprehensive discussion about Kenya's proactive
approach to balancing innovation and data protection.

She shed light on the significance of the data localization
framework, emphasizing the necessity of retaining
specific categories of data, including citizen data, when
transferred out of the country to ascertain jurisdiction.

The Data Commissioner who is also the First Vice Chair
of Network for African Data Protection Authorities
(NADPA) underscored the pivotal role of economic blocs
in harmonizing data protection regulations across Africa.

“This harmonization is envisioned to facilitate seamless
data flows and enhance compliance for companies
operating within the region. She said, "The greatest
champions of ensuring harmonization of data protection
across Africa are Economic blocs which will help us
leapfrog so that we have harmonization ways of data
flows so that we don't see companies struggling in terms
of compliance."

Additionally, she highlighted the Office of the Data
Protection Commissioner's (ODPC) utilization of sector-
specific guidance notes as adaptable tools aimed at
assisting industries in comprehending data protection
laws.

She emphasized a collaborative approach with industry
stakeholders and advocated for an open-door policy,
encouraging other Data Protection Authorities (DPAs) to
adopt similar strategies to influence decisions within their
respective spheres.

"As an Office, we encourage collaboration with industry
and maintain an open-door policy. I urge other DPAs to
do the same to influence decisions," she added.

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN DATA PROTECTION

ODPC Hosts a Delegation on
Zambia for a 3-day Visit to
Deliberate Kenya’s Journey on
Data Protection

NAIROBI, Kenya November 29 2023 - The Office of the Data
Protection Commissioner (ODPC) welcomed a delegation from
Zambia for a three-day visit aimed at discussing Kenya's progress
in the field of data protection. The visit is part of a collaborative
effort to share insights and best practices in data protection
regulations and enforcement.

The visit by the Zambian delegation underscores the growing
importance of data protection in the digital age and the need for
cross-border cooperation in addressing related challenges.

During the three-day visit, the delegation held meetings with
ODPC to learn about Kenya's experience in implementing data
protection laws and regulations. The discussions covered various
aspects such as policy development, regulatory frameworks,
enforcement mechanisms, and international cooperation in data
protection.

Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS. noted that
exchange of knowledge and experiences between the two Data
protection authorities is significant as it contributed to enhancing
data protection standards and practices in the region.

"By fostering collaboration and mutual learning, both Kenya and
Zambia aim to strengthen their respective data protection regimes
and ensure the rights and privacy of individuals are effectively
safeguarded in an increasingly data-driven world,” she said.

The visit of the Zambian delegation to Kenya reflects the growing
recognition of the importance of data protection and privacy
across national borders. It also highlights the willingness of
countries to engage in constructive dialogue and knowledge
sharing to further advance data protection efforts.

Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS poses
for a photo with the Zambian delegation lead on Data
Protection



OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN DATA PROTECTION

Data Commissioner Leads Session to Sensitise Staff on Service
Charter as ODPC Commemorates Customer Service Week

During the Customer Service Week, a time when organizations around the world celebrate the importance of excellent customer
service, Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS led a special session to sensitize staff on the importance of the service charter.

The service charter outlined the commitments and standards that the ODPC promised to uphold in serving the public.

She spoke about the significance of Customer Service Week and emphasized the vital role that each employee played in upholding
the service charter.

As the session progressed, the Data Commissioner shared inspiring stories and examples of outstanding customer service. She
stressed that by embracing a culture of excellence and empathy, the ODPC could build trust with the public and enhance its reputation
as a reliable and customer-focused organization.

In his remarks, the Head of Communications, Dalton Mbondo highlighted that the ODPC's commemoration of Customer Service Week

reinforced its commitment to delivering exceptional service as a trusted guardian of data protection rights.

Media Council of Kenya Pays Courtesy Call to Office of the Data

Protection Commissioner

In a significant display of collaboration and mutual respect, the
Media Council of Kenya paid a courtesy call to the Office of the
Data Protection Commissioner (ODPC)

The delegation from the Media Council, led by the Chief Executive
Officer, Mr David Omwoyo Omwoyo was received by Data
Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS, and her team at ODPC.

The visit aimed to foster a closer working relationship between
the two regulators and explore opportunities for cooperation
in promoting responsible journalism and safeguarding data
protection rights.

During the courtesy call, discussions centered on the critical
intersection between media freedom and data protection. Both
parties acknowledged the importance of upholding ethical
standards in journalism while respecting individuals' rights to
privacy and data protection.

The Media Council expressed its commitment to promoting
responsible reporting practices that align with data protection
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regulations, thus ensuring a harmonious balance between
freedom of expression and privacy rights.

Furthermore, the visit served as an opportunity for the Media
Council to gain insights into the evolving landscape of data
protection regulations and the Office of the Data Protection
Commissioner's role in enforcing these laws.

In her remarks, the Data Commissioner commended the Media
Council for its proactive approach to engaging with regulatory
bodies and emphasized the importance of collaborative efforts
in advancing the public interest. She reiterated her office's
commitment to working closely with stakeholders, including
media organizations, to ensure a fair and balanced regulatory
environment that upholds both press freedom and data protection
principles.

The visit served as a testament to the spirit of cooperation and
dialogue between regulatory bodies, reflecting a shared vision
of fostering a media environment that respects both freedom of

expression and data protection principles.



OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN DATA PROTECTION

Data Commissioner Emphasizes Need to Incorporate African
Voices During the 45" Global Privacy Assembly

HAMILTON, Bermuda, October 17 - Data Commissioner
Immaculate Kassait, MBS, participated in the 45th Global Privacy
Assembly in Bermuda emphasising the importance of including
African voices in the dialogue on facilitation and development of
international data transfer mechanisms.

The conference, hosted by the Privacy Commissioner of Bermuda,
began on October 15, 2023, and brought together over 130 data
protection and privacy regulators worldwide.

Speaking on the panel on International Data Transfer
Mechanisms,she noted that including African voices in these
conversations will ensure that the various Data Protection
Authorities (DPAs) find common ground.

She commended the efforts of SmartAfrica, the Network of Data
Protection Authorities (NADPA), and the African Union within
the African continent for their work in making African DPAs

active participants, rather than just recipients, in shaping these
frameworks.

“Fortunately, there is growing recognition of this need, leading
to an increase in data protection frameworks and collaboration
in Africa. This progress enables data flows to become a shared
cause," she stated.

The Data Commisisoner noted the progress in Africa regarding
data protection frameworks and collaboration. She emphasized
the importance of regional agreements in developing standards
and binding agreements to promote trusted cross-border data
flows.

“There is need to enhance technical and organizational safeguards
that facilitate accountability in data transfer and collaboration, as
well as capacity building to facilitate data transfer mechanisms,”
she added.

Opened by Her Excellency the Governor of Bermuda, Rena Lalgie,
the theme of the conference is "ripples, waves, and currents," a
nautical motif fitting for the venue of the 45th GPA, Bermuda,
which is a 22-square-mile island in the middle of the Atlantic
Ocean.

Kenya was accredited as a member of the GPA in 2022, and
the Data Commissioner, Immaculate Kassait, MBS, was a speaker
at the 45th GPA in two panel discussions on international data
transfer mechanisms and high data protection standards

The GPA has been in existence for more than four decades.
It first met in 1979 as the International Conference of Data
Protection and Privacy Commissioners. The GPA's vision is one in
which privacy and data protection authorities around the world
can effectively collaborate, network, disseminate and share
knowledge, experience, and best practices.

The 45th GPA facilitated conversations on some of the most
relevant global privacy topics, such as advancing technology
policy, artificial intelligence and emerging technologies, innovative
privacy and data protection issues faced by the financial services
industry, and the intersection of privacy and other regulatory
spheres, such as competition law.

During the plenary on data transfer, the panelists highlighted the
role of data protection authorities as front-line defense, as well
as the reasonable, appropriate, and fair use of data within its
intended context.

Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS in a panel discussion at the Global Privacy Assembly - Bermuda
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Deputy Data Commissioner Rose Mosero Leads Compliance
Team in Preparing Internal Policy Documents

NAKURU, Kenya, 23rd October, 2023 - In a significant development for streamling the Compliance and Inspection directorate,
the Deputy Data Commissioner Rose Mosero spearheaded the effort to prepare internal policy documents for the Compliance,
Inspection and Registration Department.

This strategic move underscores the commitment of the Data Protection Commissioner's office to establish robust internal frameworks
that will guide its operations and ensure adherence to best practices in data protection. The aim of the retreat was to work on
comprehensive policies that will govern compliance processes, inspection protocols, and registration procedures within the office.

The Deputy Data Commissioner said the formulation of standard operating procedures and internal policies is crucial for promoting
consistency, transparency, and efficiency in the implementation of data protection regulations.

"By establishing clear guidelines and protocols, the office aims to streamline its regulatory functions, strengthen oversight mechanisms,
and ensure seamless coordination in addressing data protection matters,” she said.

Graduation of 5,000 Youth; Power Learn Project's

Transformative Program

NAIROBI, Kenya, Dec 1, 2023 - Data Commissioner
Immaculate Kassait, MBS, represented Principal Secretary of the
State Department of ICT & Digital Economy, Eng. John Tanui,
MBS, at the graduation ceremony celebrating 5,000 talented
young individuals who successfully completed the transformative
program of the Power Learn Project.

The event, themed 'Coding Dreams: Building African Realities,'
brought together graduates from five African countries.

Eng. John Tanui underscored the project's role in fostering
partnerships for job creation and entrepreneurship. He
emphasized that the acquired skills would not only make the
graduates job seekers but also contributors to the nation's
prosperity.

"In line with the Bottom-Up Transformation Agenda (BETA) Plan,

which places a strong emphasis on digital skilling, we recognize
our people as our most valuable resource. The government
is committed to providing accessible and high-quality digital
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education programs to equip the workforce with essential digital
competencies required for future job opportunities,” he stated in
a speech delivered by Immaculate Kassait.

The graduation ceremony was a testament to the dedication
and hard work of the graduates, showcasing their commitment
to personal growth and skill development. The event served as
a platform to celebrate their achievements and highlight the
transformative impact of the Power Learn Project on their lives
and communities.

Data Commissioner Immaculate Kassait, MBS, on her part
commended the graduates for their perseverance and eagerness
to learn, emphasizing the importance of continuous learning and
adaptability in today's rapidly evolving digital landscape.

She encouraged them to leverage their newly acquired skills
to pursue their aspirations and contribute meaningfully to the
development of their countries and the African continent as a
whole.




NAIROBI, Kenya, December 8, 2023 - As the year 2023
came to an end, the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner
staff retreated to an end year meeting; a significant time for
staff to come together and recognize the collective efforts, dedi-
cation, and achievements of the team over the past year

Speaking during the event, the Data Commissioner expressed
gratitude to the employees for their dedication to promoting
data protection in Kenya.

She highlighted the year's achievements, including the expan-
sion to five regions across the country and the commemoration
of Data Privacy Day with the presence of President William S.
Ruto.

The Data Commissioner praised the team's efforts in embracing
new challenges and finding solutions, emphasizing the impor-
tance of remaining committed to the organization's mission and
vision amid the ever-evolving challenges in the field of data
protection.

The celebration not only highlighted the achievements but also
the strong bonds formed as a team, and encouraged employees
to continue striving for excellence in data protection and privacy
principles.
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She commended the team for their relentless pursuit of enhanc-
ing trust and building transparency in data protection, which
has made a significant impact in the field.

She highlighted the milestones achieved together as an office,
underscoring the pivotal role they have played in promoting
data protection and privacy in Kenya.

Notably, the office's expansion to five regions across the country
was acknowledged as a significant achievement, reflecting their
commitment to reaching and serving a broader community.
Additionally, the Data Commissioner mentioned the establish-
ment of new internal policies aimed at streamlining operations,
as well as the successful onboarding of new staff, signifying
growth and progress within the organization.

The Data Commissioner took a moment to acknowledge the
team's resilience in embracing new challenges and finding
innovative solutions in their day-to-day work. She emphasized
the importance of celebrating not only the achievements but
also the strong bonds formed as a team, fostering a sense of
camaraderie and unity among the staff.

Looking towards the future, she called upon the team to remain
committed to their mission and vision, recognizing that the chal-
lenges in the field of data protection are ever-evolving.




OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN DATA PROTECTION

HIGHLIGHTED STORIES

Data Commissioner Signs Performance Contract with
Ministry of ICT and Digital Economy

NAIROBI, Kenya, October 2, 2023 - The Office of the Data
Protection Commissioner led by Data Commissioner Immaculate
Kassait today signed a Performance Contract with Ministry of
Information, Communications and Digital Economy Cabinet Secretary
Eliud Owalo.

Also present were Principal Secretary, State Department if ICT
and Digital Economy, John Tanui and Deputy Data Commissioner,
Complaints, Investigation and Enforcement Oscar Otieno.

Deputy Data Commissioner Festus Musyoki
Represents ODPC at Signing of MOU Be-
tween ICT Authority and Microsoft

NAIROBI, Kenya, Nov 21 2024 - Deputy Data
Commissioner Festus Musyoki stood in for the Office
of the Data Protection Commissioner (ODPC) during a
significant event where an MOU was signed between the
ICT Authority and Microsoft. The collaboration marks a
pivotal moment in the advancement of technology in
Kenya.

The signing ceremony brought together key stakeholders
from the government, private sector, and technology
industry. Deputy Data Commissioner Festus Musyoki,
representing the ODPC, emphasized the importance of

such partnerships in ensuring the responsible handling of data and promoting digital innovation while safeguarding privacy rights.

The signing of the MOU between the ICT Authority and Microsoft represents a step forward in strengthening Kenya's technological
infrastructure. It sets a positive precedent for future collaborations that prioritize innovation, security, and the protection of individuals'
data rights in the digital age.

Deputy Data Commissioner Leads ODPC in Making
Submissions in Parliament on Sports & Culture

NAIROBI, Kenya, 22nd November 2023 - Deputy Data Commission-
er Complaints, Investigation and Enforcement Oscar Otieno spearheaded
the Office of the Data Protection Commissioner in presenting arguments
to the Parliamentary Committee on Sports & Culture regarding two cru-
cial bills: The National Lottery Bill (National Assembly Bill No. 69 Of 2023)
and The Gambling Control Bill (National Assembly Bill No. 70 Of 2023).

During the session, the Office underscored the importance of safeguard-
ing Kenyan citizens' Personal Data as they engage with Data Controllers
and Processors in the Lottery and Gambling Industry. Their submissions
aimed to ensure that data protection measures are integrated into the
regulatory framework of these industries, prioritizing the privacy and se-
curity of individuals' information.
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OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN DATA PROTECTION

MEIDIA

COUNCIL OF KENYA
www.mediacounc
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Kisumu Regional Office paid courtesy call to Siaya County Eldoret Regional Officers carrying out sensitization and aware-
Commissioner ness exercise for customers and Huduma Centre staff on
privacy rights.
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H.E President William Samoei Ruto visits ODPC booth during the Baringo Cultural Festival and Kimalel Goat Auction
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Eldoret regional officers paid a courtesy call to the county

Principal Data Protection Officer Edmond Wandera pays courtesy commissioner Dr. Eddyson Haro Nyale at his offices to
call to the Nyanza Regional Commissioner discuss the ODPC mandate and areas of collaboration in the
region

A team from ODPC Regional Officer paid a courtesy call to A team from ODPC Regional Officer paid a courtesy call to
Uasin Gishu Governor H.E Jonathan Bii Chelilim at his office Uasin Gishu Governor H.E Jonathan Bii Chelilim at his office

Deputy Data Commissioner represents ODPC at the Data Capacity building session on Forensic Investigations, Analysis
Protection Workshop organized by CIS Kenya in collaboration and System Audit facilitated by Auditor General
with Kenya Bankers Association
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